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MAUI COUNTY CULTURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION
TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
* * *

CHATR FREDERICKSEN: Good morning all. I don't
have my gavel with me, so I'll just call this meeting to
order, the July 7th, 2011 meeting of the Maui County
Cultural Resources Commission. T just would like to
underline the cultural part of that title. We are the
Cultural Resources Commission.

The first item on the agenda is historic district
applications, and we're going to hear from a member, a staff
member of the Planning Department, because there have been
some developments. And Ann Cua will explain the
developments, and the Corp Counsel will provide some
additional information. And then we'll continue with the
meeting. Ann.

MS. CUA: Thank you, Chair. Welcome, and welcome
to the public. The first and only item on the agenda today
is a request by Ms. Lynn Donovan and Jill Holley on behalf
of Lahaina Town Action Committee requesting historic
district approval for the 2011 in Halloween in Lahaina event
and the use of Banyan Tree Park located in Historic District
Number 1. The Planning Department had become aware that
there's actually a procedural error with regard to this

application in terms of the Sunshine Law. This application
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was intended to have coapplicants, Lahaina Town Action
Committee as well as the County's Office of Economic
Development. Although the cover letter to the applications
was from the Office of Economic Development, the actual
applications themselves did not list the coapplicant;
therefore, the Planning Department did not include both
coapplicants on the agenda, which is a procedural error.
And we are not able to conduct business on this
application today, nor are we able to take up the petition
to intervene that was filed with regard to this application.
In addition to that, yesterday afternoon,
approximately 4 p.m., we received a letter from the Lahaina
Town Action Committee regarding the same issue, the issue of
improper notice and lack of identification of both
applicants. And the letter says, The Lahaina Town Action
Committee hereby withdraws its applications for Historic
District Special Management Area and environmental
assessment review for the 2011 Halloween event in Lahaina.
The County's Office of Economic Development has
been a strong proponent of this event and has been
functioning as a coapplicant since the new administration
became involved with the planning and coordination of this
event in January. However, Office of Economic Development
was not included on the above-referenced applications as a

coapplicant. Lahaina Town Action Committee believes it is
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vital to include Office of Economic Development in the
application and event planning process as it moves forward.

We will work with the Office of Economic
Development to submit new joint applications for this event
in the near future. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you, Ann.

Before you, or excuse me, before James, Corp
Counsel, continues with this matter, I just have a question.
Given that the permit application has been withdrawn, how
quickly do the or does the coapplication have to be refiled
if it is going to be refiled before this could be posted and
then come back to the Commission?

MS. CUA: Well, you know, we have been in contact
with both Lahaina Town Action Committee and the Office of
Economic Development. It's our understanding that they're
going to be filing the applications right away. At that
point in time, the Planning Department would need to look at
the scope of what they're proposing, and then the
applications would take its proper course at that time.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you. $So, just for my
own clarity, if the application is refiled in two weeks,
would it be on the August agenda, or would it not be able to
be on that agenda and be on the one following?

MS. CUA: If they file the same application for

the same scope that they're proposing today, then that would
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be -- we would have enough time. I don't know if they're
going to decide to change the scope, I'm not sure. But if
they file for the same scope as they have identified today,
and let's say they were able to get us an application by
next week, we should be able to, you know, to be ready. But
again, we can't -- it's hard to say how it's going to come
in, what scope.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Okay. Thank you. James.

MR. GIROUX: Thank you, Chair. What has been
presented is accurate as far as the two-prong problem is
that there's a procedural issue as far as the application,
which led to a Sunshine Law issue as far as the posting of
the agenda, which what we're trying to avoid is any kind of
misleading posting that would leave people out of the loop
or not understand exactly what's happening as far as the
application.

So, for all clarity, the agenda should be posted
stating who is asking for the permit and in that way, the
public will be fully on notice on who to serve and what --
and the process that they will need to as far as to
participate in any type of interaction regarding this
permit. So, as far as what is presented by the County at
this time, Corp Counsel agrees with the decision being made.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you, James. So,

because this application has been withdrawn at this -- at
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this point, but we have folks from the public here, it will
be possible to accept public testimony, that's correct?

MR. GIROUX: Yes, because it is on the agenda that
we will be discussing Halloween. That in and of itself, we
can take public testimony and incorporate it into future
meetings. However, we're just not able to take action.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Right. Okay. Thank you.
Let's see. Stanley, the staff planner, is going to fill us
in on some items here.

MR. SOLAMILLO: Alocha Kakou. Everyone, I know
this is a really contentious issue. So, in view of our
situation today, we have a quorum, which is limited until
2:00. We ask that everyone observe several ground rules.

If you want to speak on this issue, we ask that you sign up.
There's a sign-up sheet located at the far table near the
entry. And that for public comment, we ask that you
restrict it to a length of five minutes. Please observe the
five-minute rule.

If you want to take part of your time and donate
it to another speaker to give that other speaker additional
time, you can do that. We ask that you be courteous, so if
someone says something that you disagree with, please, you
don't need to heckle them or make comments about them. In
the past and I think in the last meeting here, we had an

altercation. So, we ask that if you have differences with a

County of Maui Cultural Resources Commission
July 7, 2011




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

speaker, you don't need to confront them either in this room
or outside.

And I think the most important thing is that we
need to remember that we all live on the same island. And
we may have different opinions, but we're still all ohana.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you, Stanley. Yes,
Bruce.

COMMISSIONER U'U: Just for clarity, so we're
leooking at taking testimony, so we're all on the same page.
And deferring this meeting? Is that what we're looking for,
being the permit has been withdrawn and an intervention has
been filed and there was no response from the County?

MS. CUA: We're not looking at deferring this
meeting. We're going to take testimony today because people
are here. We had identified that there's a procedural error
with the -- with the noticed application that went out. And
so, we are not able to conduct business and take action --
not conduct business -- take action on this permit request,
and we also cannot make a decision on the petition to
intervene.

Having said that, we also mentioned that we got a
letter from the Lahaina Town Action Committee indicating
that because of the coapplicant issue, they want to make it
clean. They're withdrawing all of their applications, and

they're going to properly file with Office of Economic
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Development new applications. So, new applications would
have to be processed based on what they are and where they
fall. And if in the future a CRC meeting is needed, it
would be a new meeting. It's not a recessed meeting.

COMMISSIONER U'U: Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Did you get it, Bruce?

COMMISSIONER U'U: Yeah.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thanks for the question. It
was a good question. Thank you, Ann. And I just wanted to
reiterate what Stanley was saying earlier. I mean I know
this is a real contentious issue. Let's hear testimony, and
if the application comes back, we'll keep going with it.
But that's not going to be at this meeting. This meeting is
just because you folks have taken the time to show up, I
want to make sure that you can participate.

On the sign-up sheet, before we get into public
testimony, I have one, two, three, four, five, six, seven
folks that have signed up. If anyone else is going to want
to speak about this issue or this item, please come up,
okay, good, and sign in on another sheet. At this point,
Stanley, we're all good to go. We'll go into public
testimony. Let's go ahead and start with public testimony,
and we'll start with the list that I have in my hand here.

And right up front, please come forward. State

your name, and then we'll go from there. Remembering that
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we will have quorum until just after 2, about 2:00, and then
we're done. We won't be able to be here any longer, so we
would like to make sure we can get everybody and get out of
here with having heard everyone. Okay. First person is Bob
Christopher, I believe.

BROTHER CHRISTOPHER: Brother Christopher.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Brother, oh I'm sorry. I
don't have my glasses with me, so pardon me.

BROTHER CHRISTOPHER: Aloha. I'm a Franciscan
Brother, and I've been working with Na Makua O Maul and
assessing the cultural sensitivity and awareness in Lahaina
Town District. Since there's such limited time, I just want
to point out a few things. As a Christian in this
community, I just wanted to point out that Queen Keopuolani,
Queen Kaahumanu and Queen Liliuokalani are all considered
Christian icons, saints of -- Christian icons of Hawaiian
culture.

It is my view and the view of numerous others that
this bringing back Halloween and reopening a Pandora's Box
as it were in this at-risk historic culture district of
Lahaina is a real major offense to the aumakua, to the aina
and to akua. I just want to bring to your attention the
fact that in the Historic Hawaii Foundation in its January
2011 publication has identified Lahaina Historic District as

an at-risk district. Lahaina is losing its architectural
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and historic integrity bit by bit by careless development.

I want to add that it is my perspective and
understanding that bringing back Halloween in this form is
actually a form of development. And it's a form of
development because it's opening up this Pandora's Box
basically affecting the cultural integrity and the historic
nature of this district, because it has nothing to do with
the cultural identity or historic nature of this district,
and is in complete opposition to it by virtue of the fact
that from a cultural perspective, Halloween is, in fact, the
mocking of All Saints Day in Christian tradition.

It is the evening that celebrates evil spirits and
that which is unholy. That's been demonstrated throughout
previous years through the lascivious and lewd types of
behavior and offensive course behavior, which is also in
violation of Hawaii Revised Statutes as well as, you know,
violating the cultural identity of the district. I want to
bring your attention also to the fact that it is our
perspective it's violating the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966.

If you look at that Act closely, only one of its
requirements of the SHPO is to cooperate with the Secretary
of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and other
federal and state agencies, local governments and

organizations and individuals to ensure that historic
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properties are taken into consideration at all levels of
planning and development. To us, this is important as the
return of Halloween is intended to create and revive a
Mardis Gras of the Pacific according to what has been
intended, which constitutes development in the true sense of
the word in this historic district and will irrevocably
alter and have an adverse effect on the cultural
identification of the historic district, and which will
continue to deteriorate the cultural identity of this
district.

So, it's not just about buildings obviously and
sites. It's about the very fabric and nature of the
cultural integrity of the district. And it's also
fundamentally a violation of the Hawaii Revised Statutes.
It was prohibited four years ago for good reason. I would
like to hear anybody want to express why that should be
different now. And thank you. And so, we also believe it
is Civil Rights violations against the Native Hawaiian
community, fundamentally violating the Civil Rights of the
Native Hawaiian community.

And there is an intention if this permit were to
be granted to pursue those violations vigorously as far as
civil rights, as far as the County and Lahaina Town Action
Committee violating the actual Hawaii Revised Statute on

disorderly conduct and violating the National Historic
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Preservation Act as well. Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you. Hold on just a
second. Does anyone on the Commission have any questions or
comments? No, okay. Thank you very much. Okay. Next
person is Foster Ampong.

MR. AMPONG: Aloha Commissioners. Good morning.
Thank you for coming to Lahaina and hearing out the people.
My name is Foster Ampong. I submitted my testimony in
writing. However, given the circumstances that unfolded
this morning, I just want to make a few comments that are
relative. One, my testimony, will that be considered in
whatever final decision the Commission takes on the
Halloween event?

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: James.

MR. GIROUX: I think what I would be advising is
that Stanley would probably be taking all of the testimony
today, if a future permit would be coming up, it would be
part of the County's packet as far as -- it would be
considered part of the record is what I'm trying to say.

MR. AMPONG: Because I wouldn't want my thoughts
and feelings kind of --

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Foster, this is why we're
doing it is to make sure that because people planned to come
here today, to make sure that they can give their opinion.

MR. AMPONG: Understood. And so there is clarity
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on the Commission, I really depend on a timely dissemination
of information. On Tuesday, the 5th of July, I called the
Planning Department at around 92:00 in the morning because
for the past two weeks, I've been checking the on line site
for the agenda. And as of 9:00 Tuesday morning, the agenda
wasn't posted. When I did get a hold of Suzie, she said
that the Commissioners, yourselves, were given the packet
last week.

So, it's kind of hard for me to really gather all
the facts and then, you know, address the issues that matter
to me and the people. So, what I'm saying is please, you
know, whatever within your authority, your power, ensure
that the public receive the information and the facts in a
much better timely manner than what's been practiced. Okay.
Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thanks, Foster. And on that
note, I just would -- I want to encourage the County to make
sure that the agenda is posted as soon as possible,
particularly for this if this does come back, so everybody
does know about it as soon as possible. Yeah, I don't
know -- that's a good question Rhiannon just asked.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: Thank you, Chair.
Actually, I would like to ask the Planning Department what
happened in that instance, because from the material that

I'm reading and from your testimony obviously this is
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frustrating. So, I want to find out how we can avoid this
in the future and maybe how this even came about.

MR. YOSHIDA: Clayton Yoshida, Administrator
Current Planning Division, Planning Department. We did try
to post the agenda -- well, the agenda was posted with the
clerk's office six days prior to the meeting as required by
the Sunshine Law, Chapter 92 HRS. We did try to post the
agenda on line. But we had problems with -- and we did
notify our Management Information Systems section of the
Managing Director's office that we did have a problem
posting the agenda on Friday. So, it was posted I believe
on Tuesday since Monday was a holiday.

MR. AMPONG: Just so there's also clarity, Suzie
was very helpful. What she did was she e-mailed me a PDF
file after I spoke with her on the phone on Tuesday morning.
But again, in the past, I have always relied on the County's
web site for the agendas. And, you know, that's -- this is
a very important, sensitive matter for many of us here.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you for bringing that
up, Foster.

MR. AMPONG: Okay. Thanks.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Comment.

COMMISSIONER HUTAFF: I think we live in an age of
technology. And this morning, last week and the week before

that, I've had the very same issues. I think it's
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commendable that you took the extra step and didn't say I
can't find it and leave it alone, but to go ahead and call
and make sure you get the information. I think that's
important we're all responsible for providing the
information.

And then people like you who do their due
diligence and call up and say I didn't get it, can you get
it to me, please, I think that's important for everybody to
know. Because if you don't see it, call Suzie. So that we
can continue and get all the correct information out. But
thank you.

MR. AMPONG: Thank you, Mr. Hutaff. I do want the
Commission to know that though there may be differences
within the community on a variety of issues, I do take it
very seriously of civil discourse. I'm not afraid to speak
up and to articulate and express myself, even though we may
have differences, be it socially, culturally or political.
But the information is important. And I think if we take
that extra effort in making sure that all the community has
the information, and we establish that solid, clear line of
communication, I think we can avoid some of the discomforts
and disagreements that you articulated earlier that occurred
in the previous meeting here.

Many of us now feel like, you know, if we -- if

you can't make a decision on this topic today, many of us
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who took the -- took, you know, time off from work, drove
from the other side to come to Lahaina, we feel frustrated.
We feel like we did it for naught. So again, I'm trying to
get my money's worth up here, you know. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: Thank you, Foster. I just
wanted to say also that we -- as a Commission, I know that
you're relying on to us ensure that you can get that timely
information. But we also didn't know until very recently
and actually until we got here didn't know that the
application was withdrawn. So, all of these things kind of
happened for us as they happened for you.

But just know that we sincerely do want the
public's involvement and comments, and please don't ever
feel like any testimony you submit or give is not heard,
because all of it is considered. Thank you.

CHATR FREDERICKSEN: As always, Rhiannon, very
nicely put. Next person Richard McCarty.

MR. McCARTY: Aloha, Members of the Commission.
Aloha, Kupuna. Aloha, everybody else. Thank you for having
this in Lahaina. It's real important for us to be able to
attend, and this makes it easier for us. A procedural thing
is that apparently there are two applicants, and we have a
letter saying that one applicant has withdrawn their
petition.

I think the record needs to show that the
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coapplicant has also withdrawn this petition, or else we'll
get back next time with two competing petitions possibly.
So, that's just a suggestion for you to clear your record in
that regard. The other thing is that the -- I think the
people who testified today should be told that if they
testify today, potentially that their testimony will come in
as part of the Planning record rather than as testimony.
Because today we're standing here without a pending
application, so basically, we're speaking about nothing.

And the issues are going to be the same, and it's
real important. But I think it would be fair to announce
that if CorporationVCounsei agrees with me on that. I
represent Kuleana Kuikahi, LLC, which is a group made up of
Hawaiian families in the Kauaula Valley, and they've asked
me to file an intervention in this matter on their behalf.
It's my understanding that the intervention will have to be
refiled if another petition is filed, and we fully expect to
do that. Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you. James, what he
just referred to, please.

MR. GIROUX: Thanks. Yeah, as far as the -- I
think the caveat is that you want to make clear is that if
the application changes in any way, that the people
understand that their testimony can be -- they can come and

testify again. That what they're testifying now is kind
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of -- might be based on an application that's hypothetical.
So I agree with you, but again, I want to reiterate that
whatever anybody does testify to today as far as their
position, it will be part of the staff's report at any
further application for -- I mean even if it's going to be a
completely different party, I think staff, my understanding
is that staff will be collecting the testimony, and it will
be integrated as far as information.

We're required to take any written and oral
téstimony at this point. And I think the concern is that if
something happens in the future, is that going to run along
with that, or is that going to continue to be part of the
record. And the caveat that you're trying to point out is
that if the application changes, then the testimony might
change, too.

MR. McCARTY: Right. And then there was also the
issue of the Office of Economic Development withdrawing
their application.

MR. GIROUX: Yeah. I think that on that
technicality, if you look at the application, and staff can
confirm that, they technically didn't sign the application,
and that was the major problem. I mean that's what caused a
lot of the confusion as far as posting. And there was an
assumption that they were because of certain communications,

but when you actually look at the paper trail, I think the
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technical decision is that they didn't sign it. They need
to. They need to fully participate as a coapplicant so the
public understands who is the applicant, and so when the
public participates, that it's not confusing.

And that's where I think we are now with the
application.

MR. McCARTY: So, the fact of the matter is
there's no pending application by the Office of Economic
Development; 1s that correct?

MR. GIROUX: That would be the position.

MR. McCARTY: All right. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER HUTAFF: I can have a statement. I
kind of encourage everybody to go ahead and make your plea
for your side or for your position. Today is actually a
good day to do that. We don't have the hatchet being held
over as far as making a decision at the end of the day as to
what is going to happen. And it allows some calmness and
forethought into giving the information. 1It's going to be
public testimony, yes, but there's also five Commission
Members here that are going to hear your testimony. And
that's not going to go away.

What we hear is not going to go away. It's going
to remain with us. It may change. It may -- you know, it's
going to be part of our informational gathering in order to

make a decision at some time in the future. So, I encourage
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strongly to make your point clear. We all want to hear it,
like it or not.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thanks, Ray. Okay. Let's go
to the next person. And I'm -- let's see, Bob, loocks like
Pure, P U R E.

MR. PURE: 1I'm not going to testify at this time.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: You're not going to, okay.
Thank you. Next person, Joe Pluta.

MR. PLUTA: Hello. Joe Pluta, resident of Lahaina
for the last 32 years. And thank you, Commissioners. I
guess the point I wanted to make -- thank you for your
statement. Thank you, and Aloha everybody. What a great
turnout. I always try to get people to come out for Lahaina
for turnouts and information. I've been doing that for 32
years, so I really get excited for people to show up for
meetings in here. And I want to really thank you.

I think issues pertaining to Lahaina that are
historic or cultural, if they pertain to Lahaina, if we
could have the hearings and meetings in Lahaina, that would
be great. So, 1f there's a -- if this comes up again or
anything that comes up to Lahaina, an issue in Lahaina
specifically if you can come here, please, in Lahaina, and
let the community come. And that would really be
appreciated. I think everybody here appreciates that, too.

So thank you.
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As a member of the Lahaina Rotary Club, I've been
marching keikis down Front Street for 31 years. And now the
keikis are marching their keikis are marching their keikis.
So, it's been a fun thing. We've had a lot of fun. And the
Lahainaluna High School Band has been participating in that.
And first of all, I want to make it very clear I love
Hawaii, and I respect the cultural traditions. I never even
concerned -- it never even came to my consciousness that
bringing these kids down the street and passing them candy
would be somehow a violation of any cultural thing at all.

So, please, you know, I want to make that very
clear, because I never would have participated if I thought
that would be the case. I love what Brother Iz said. He
said malama everything Hawaiian. And I believe that 100
percent, so I want to make that clear. But it's been a fun
thing and a constructive thing as far as I can see. I've
enjoyed it. And I value the experience of seeing family
members interact with their keikis maybe more so than they
do any other time of the year.

They spend a lot of time together, parents with
their kids, and they seem to have a lot of fun. And I
really enjoyed that. So, thank you very much for coming
here today. That's all I have to say. Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you. Okay. Next

person. Ruth McKay.
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MS. McKAY: Thank you very much. I'm here for the
Seroptimists, who with the Rotary do the keiki Halloween
parade for over 30 years. And it's not just our keiki
Halloween parade. We don't have to come before you anymore,
because the County finally said after 30 some years, it was
kind of repetitious. So, we just have to put in our permits
for our keiki parade, and they've been turned down.

And I just want to say Lahaina, we've been doing
this since the '70s. I mean the bank clerks, the grocery
store clerks, everybody, we get into the theme of it. We
have a great time. Everybody dresses up. LAC tock hold of
it because it was getting a little rowdy. And they put
organization to it. And so, we've been doing this -- this
is a tradition of Lahaina. This has nothing to do with
ignoring the Hawaiian culture. It's just a Lahaina thing.
And I hope you remember that when you make your decision.
Thank you. Any gquestions?

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: I think we're good. Thank
you. Next person Norm Bezane.

MR. BEZANE: Actually, I will speak to the issues.
Aloha Commissioners and to the kupuna and to everyone. My
name is Norm Bezane. I'm a columnist for Lahaina News, and
I write frequently about Hawaiian culture. And I speak
today as a citizen of Lahaina and not -- and in a personal

basis. I have the deepest respect for the Hawaiian Nation
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as well as some of the people who continue to oppose Front
Street, including some of the people in this room, Hawaiians
in this room.

After Halloween in 2009, I interviewed a number of
Hawaiians at the Kaanapali Beach Hotel Makahiki Festival and
found that almost all were highly in favor of this event.
This was 20-some people, many of them Hawaiians, only a very
small -- very, very small minority appeared to oppose it,
and not very vigorously. I also presented an idea that I
believe is still worthy of consideration in my column that
was done at that time.

In Chicago, the 0ld Town Art Fair attracts
thousands in a controlled streetscape urban environment. On
occasion, but not always, we would do well to emulate
something that works well elsewhere. This would work well
in Lahaina. Fence in the five street entries into Front
Street and set up ticket booths. Ask for a voluntary
one-dollar entry donation. Discourage admittance to those
whose costumes are less tasteful and publicize the fact that
tasteless costumes will not be permitted.

Use the proceeds to support good causes. Donate
funds toward the restoration of Moku'ula, once the seat of
the Hawaiian Kingdom. Everyone wins. A few have said at
meetings that revelers beget crime, including one alleged

physical assault several years ago away from Front Street.
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My suggestion instead of police gathering in
groups on Front Street, disperse them along Wainee Street
and throughout the town. We thrive best when we respect and
commemorate the cultures of many who live here, Hawaiians
and mainlanders who cherish this place as much as Hawaiians
do. We have our‘other festivals, our Obon Festivals and
other ethnic festivals. There's no reason that we cannot
have this one.

Now, I would add to the comment made about, in all
respect to the Historic District being at risk. The
Historic District being at risk has nothing to do with the
Hélloween. It has to do with the actions of shop owners,
owners of properties and the failure of the County to
enforce aesthetic standards. That is why it's at risk, not
from Halloween. So, I would answer any questions you might
have.

CHATIR FREDERICKSEN: Anyone have a question or
comment? Thank you.

MR. BEZANE: Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: ©Next person on the list, this
ié the new list, Richard Dancil.

MR. DANCIL: Aloha. Aloha Ke Akua, everybody.

God bless everybody. God bless everyone. My name is
Richard Dancil. I'm of Na Makua O Maui, so I just want to

clear -- just clear things in air over here about the
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standpoint of Na Kupuna O Maui and the Hawaiians over here,
that we're not against the keiki parade. 1Is that right,
Auntie? We're not against the keiki parade. So, that's
okay. That's cool, but the thing that comes up after that.

So, I want to set the tone about Na Makua O Maui
and what we try for reflect and then what we perceive that's
happening. And I want to recognize this book called "Then
There Were None". Okay. I'm on the first page over here.

And it says, "The world knows of our green
mountains and blue seas. The world knows of swaying hula
dancers and of Pearl Harbor. The world knows of pineapples,
mai tais, Kona coffee and macadamia nuts. The world knows
of cocopalms and white sand beaches, of flower leis and
brightly colored muumuus. But the world does not know us,
the Hawaiians. They don't know us."

So, I just want to bring up to you guys' attention
that Na Makua O Maui has put together this that I'm going to
be giving to you guys about what we cited over here. And
it's going to be inside your guys' records. It's pretty
solid, and then to paraphrase what Brother Christopher said,
if Halloween moves forward, except for the keiki parade,
which we are for the keiki parade, if it moves forward, we
will be moving vigorously forward.

So, just for let everybody know that a couple of

weeks ago, Na Makua O Maui did a cultural assessment on

County of Maui Cultural Resources Commission
July 7, 2011




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

Front Street to bring up to attention about the lack of
sensitivity towards the Hawaiian culture and the Hawaiian
people. Na Makua O Maui walked down on the street on Front
Street and asking people at random and some of the merchants
what do they know of Hawaiian culture, which is very sad.
They don't know nothing about Hawaiian culture, but we
wasn't picking on them.

We just wanted to see what is the sensitivity of
the people and how Hawaii all these years, all these years
have been reflecting to the people out there in the world.
That's sad. We are dying. We are dying as one culture.
Our psyche is dying, and the next people is going to be
affected is our opio that's going to go on the wayside
forgetting about the Hawaiian culture. Our Hawaiian, our
kupunas that try to hold onto our identity. So, that's
about it. And who can I give this to?

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: To Suzie right there.

MR. DANCIL: Mahalo. Thank you. Aloha Ke Akua,
everyone. God bless.

COMMISSIONER HUTAFF: I haven't read that yet
obviously. But I think the most important thing including
this opportunity here today is education.

MR. DANCIL: Sorry. Yeah, I got -- actually, that
video we did, the video we did is actually being aired on

Akaku right now on Channel 53.

County of Maui Cultural Resources Commission
July 7, 2011




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COMMISSIONER HUTAFF: So, I think the

28

more

information, the more knowledge, the more education we get,

the better we are able to understand each side.
communities probably on both sides haven't been
each other for at least a whole 39 years if not
whaling spree. Now is a good time to speak, to
we can understand each other's differences. So

appreciate you dropping that off.

And the
speaking to
before the
educate, so

cool, I

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thanks, Ray. Next person I

believe this is George, and I can't make the last name out.

I apologize.

MR. LAVENSON: I go by Doc. I can't say it

sometimes myself, Lavenson, George Lavenson. I

appreciate

you all being here, and I like the comments about education

and all chatting together about this. 1I'1l1l just tell you

how I feel about it. 1I've lived here quite a long time and

love Maui and Lahaina and the Hawaiian culture,

and it's

part of the reason we're here. And I just think this whole

thing has gotten a little bit blown out of its own level.

We're talking about one night of the year,

everybody having fun, and all of our cultures have had fun

here in the past. 1I've read history. And we're really

talking about the people having fun like we do on the 4th of

July walking down Front Street or Chinese New Year, do we

have to compete with the vehicles going down with the
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exhaust and very slowly kind of leering at everybody and the
police yelling at everybody to get on the crowded small
sidewalks? That's what we're talking about. And do -- the
people come anyways to Halloween. Do they have to be forced
on the sidewalks, smell the exhaust and compete with the
cars slowly cruising by that get to do it? And we're asking
that that not be.

To me, that's more disrespectful of the Hawaiian
culture than people coming together of all cultures and
having fun on Halloween. In the paper, they reported every
problem there was in the past and one year there was 20,000
people came. There were 20 problems all reported in the
newspaper. That's .09 percent. Most people are
well-behaved. We have laws, and the laws shouldn't be
broken. We have police to make sure they aren't. So, why
can't we within the law have fun together on that one night
of the year? It brings in business. Yeah, you can call it
the Mardis Gras of the Pacific, but no laws are broken.

We've lost it now. It's gone to Paia. 1It's gone
to the Big Island. 1It's gone to Honolulu, Kalakaua. And
what was really a neat thing for Lahaina and for all of us
is dying away. Last year it was very sad. I just ask you
-— this isn't official this time. I just ask you -- I'm
kind of glad, as you mentioned, we don't have to decide

today. And I just ask you all to think a little bit about
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this if we can't come together in a good way, have fun again
in all due respect within the law and not just shove this
fun thing off to other communities. So, thanks again for
your attention. I'm glad you're here.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you. Let's see. Next
person, Teena Rasmussen.

MS. RASMUSSEN: Good morning, I'm Teena Rasmussen,
the coordinator for the Office of Economic Development for
Maui County. We feel very sad today because we thought we
were going to be presenting you the plan. And because of
these technical glitches, we're here only to speak to what
the plan would have looked like. And unfortunately, we'll
have to be delayed.

But I do want to make a few comments, because I'm
here as a normal testifier. And I have the same amount of
time. And I just want to go over some things. It's no
secret that prior to our Mayor even being elected, he was
talking about bringing back Halloween to Lahaina even in his
campaign. And he felt very strongly that for several years,
the event had been mismanaged and that the County by
stepping in could produce a much, much better event that the
people of the West Side deserved.

And so, the minute that he was elected, he charged
our office with working on trying to bring this event back.

And so, the first thing we did is our staff pulled the
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minutes from the previous Cultural Resource Commission
reports, and they started poring through them to see what
the objections were from the past. And then we started
setting up meetings. And it is documented in our plan all
the meetings that were taking place. The Mayor and our
staff met with the Kupuna Council for two and a half hours.

We met with the people that filed the petition to
intervene today. The Mayor met with them as well as our
staff. We met with numerous groups on the West Side. We
met with merchants. We met with the police a minimum of
five times. We met with the Planning Department umpteen
times. And we virtually pored overall the details and said
we want to put a plan together that is going to take into
account all of these objections that will be a plan that
will be culturally sensitive. It will be fun, family
friendly and safe. And that was the Mayor's number one
concern.

So, we proceeded in that way. And then we were
ready to present the plan, of course, and you know what had
happened. So, because we aren't able to do that today, I
just want to make a few comments. This is the first time
that the County of Maui was going to actually be an
applicant along with Lahaina Town Action Committee. And the
Mayor felt that was important, because having the County be

an actual applicant gave the County much more control over
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the event to make the event occur the way that we saw that
it needed to occur. And we will not back off of that. We
want -- we want to still be a partner in this event.

I want to say that historical preservation does
not come for free. Historical preservation can only take
place in a community that has a vibrant economy, because the
business owners that own the properties have to be able to
create enough resources in order to plow that money back
into their buildings and keep them in the historical fashion
that this community deserves. Also, for governments to take
on historical preservation, they need funds. Government
needs funds to do that.

And in order to have funds by the government, you
have to have people that are paying taxes. So, if you deny
a community the kind of natural abilities, these natural
opportunities that occur with these recurring events like
Halloween that happen once a year, by denying that, you
will --

COMMISSIONER HUTAFF: One minute.

MS. RASMUSSEN: You are essentially denying the
community the funds it's going to need to preserve the
historical integrity of Lahaina. So, I would like you to
take that into account as we go forward. The last thing I
want to make a point is I really appreciated the gentleman

that spoke earlier, because when he said he was speaking to
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the group in Lahaina about the fact that the merchants don't
know about Hawaiian history, they don't =-- they can't speak
to what the issues are. You know, that's a real problem for
this district. And that is something that our Office of
Economic Development could address.

We could actually offer through the Maui Business
Resource Center Hawaiian history and cultural training for
employees and business owners. And I would welcome this
group to come and talk to us and set this up, because I
think it's something that's lacking, not just in the
district of Lahaina, but it's lacking on our island
throughout all business community. And we could as an
Office of Economic Development encourage that training to go
on as well as our partners, the Chamber of Commerce and MEO
and so forth. And I would welcome the chance to do that. I
have one more point, 30 seconds.

Without an organized event that people have taken
on responsibility for, you're basically left with nothing.
You know, they're left with people, potentially thousands of
people descending on Lahaina with no safety plan, no
porta-potties, no paid security force. The road is not
closed, so people are spilling out into the streets and
running in between cars. You have no safety for your
cultural sites. 1It's to me far more harmful to have that

scenario than it would be for the County to keep a very
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tight control of this event. So, I would just urge you to
think about that as we go forward.

So, to summarize, we are going to go back. We're
going to redesign our plan based on some of the comments we
heard today, and we will be moving forward with Halloween.
Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Any questions, comments?

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: Thank you, Teena. I have
a question about safety. You had mentioned that you met
with many different parties over the last six months to come
to a plan that you believe would satisfy all of the
concerns.

MS. RASMUSSEN: Yes.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: As we've heard today, some
of the major concerns are safety and culture and the
preservation of cultural sites. You had mentioned that if
we don't have a permit, that we have no way to protect the
sites. What is in your plan to protect cultural sites, and
if anything, education about cultural places or such?

MS. RASMUSSEN: So, what was in our plan, and I
have my staff members here today that have spent hundreds of
hours talking to people and developing this plan. But the
plan was, first of all, that all of the historical sites
that have been designated in the plan will have -- they'll

basically be well 1lit, and they will have people there doing

County of Maui Cultural Resources Commission
July 7, 2011




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

35

some kind of interactive activity that basically keeps that
site from just being left alone and in a dark space where
people could, you know, potentially damage it. So, it's our
intention to give places throughout the, you know, Front
Street and, you know, the whole length of the area to
different non-profits on the West Side.

We want to assign non-profits there, so they can
do, you know, whatever they see fit. And if they want to
sell something there, that's fine. If they want to do an
interactive activity, that's fine. The choice will be up to
them. It could sustain a non-profit if they were to raise
some funds. It could sustain them for the next six months,
because there's so many people coming through. And we want
to offer that to groups on the West Side, and that is in our
plan.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: As far as the cultural
aspects of education, you had mentioned that you have sat
down and worked with the group actually that had offered the
petition to intervene in these proceedings. Have you
offered them an opportunity to give cultural education on
that day; and if so, what was their response?

MS. RASMUSSEN: We've offered groups to come, if
they want to have a booth where they're telling Hawaiian
stories. 1If they want to have activities to do crafts, they

can do that. That has all been offered, and so, it's just a
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matter now of, you know, putting fine—tune to those details
and find out who those groups would be. So, but that has
been offered.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: Thank you.

MS. RASMUSSEN: Okay. Other questions? Yes.

COMMISSIONER HUTAFF: I like your education part
obviously.

MS. RASMUSSEN: I thank the gentleman for giving
us the idea, because I think we've really hit on something.

COMMISSIONER HUTAFF: Well, possibly. If it gets
to a point where there is actual activity on October 31st
and you are going to ha&e protection of certain sites as
part of the agreement in order to get the permit, and in
return, you're going to offer different organizations the
potential for protecting those sites and also encourage them
to use it as an educational format as part of their pick and
choose.

MS. RASMUSSEN: Absolutely.

COMMISSIONER HUTAFF: I'm just going to make that
a statement rather than a question.

MS. RASMUSSEN: Yeah, absolutely. We've given
them that option. Other questions?

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Anybody else? Thank you.

MS. RASMUSSEN: Thank you very much.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Next one on the list, Kenny
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Hultquist.

MR. HULTQUIST: Good morning, everybody.

Everybody in the room, too, both sides of the issue. I
don't think there's anybody in the room that isn't aware
that like pulling the pin on the grenade was when one of the
Akaku producers came over and videoed Halloween from a low
level, and all he put on was semi-clad mostly girls and some
guys that were scantily clad also.

How people felt about Halloween before that video
was aired on Akaku, I really don't know. If there were
people that didn't like Halloween before that and that was
like the straw that broke the camel's back and galvanized
people to be against Halloween, I'm not sure. One thing
that I would like to say about that is that if you don't --
you know, it's like if you don't want to gamble, don't go to
Vegas. If you don't want to see what's going on on Front
Street that one day out of the year, then don't go down
there. I'm not saying out of sight, out of mind, but maybe
people would still be thinking that there's all the
debauchery or whatever going on.

One of the things that I first thought of when
Iv—— when all the brouhaha started was that, well, Hawaiians
used to go around naked. Why would they be so against one
night of people running around in costumes? 2And I did

research on that. I went to the library. I got books. I
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got some videos. And in fact, Hawaiians did run around nude
or semi-nude 24 hours a day. Now, I know that was their
culture, and we're basically visitors, the haoles are
visitors. But for them just to run around -- for them to be
-- for the Hawaiians to be offended that one night there's
nudity is kind of a little bit beyond my comprehension.

Maybe that's my haole upbringing or whatever, but
I just don't understand it. And that would be an issue that
I would really like to have somebody address of what is the
difference between them and us when it comes to that. I
don't -- I would like to see Halloween happen. The one
thing that really perplexed me in the beginning was the
first thing that happened after the complaining started was
that the banyan tree got taken away.

Now, that was where all the family things were
going on. If the issue was seminudity and the partying
going on on Front Street, why would you take away the family
part? That was like the ocasis. That was the little island
where the moms and dads and the kids, and they had the stage
for the costumes. And that had nothing to do with what was
offensive as far as I know. So, I would really like to see
that brought back when Halloween is brought back to Lahaina.

We really need to have that family oriented under
the tree with the palm readers and the fortune tellers and

face painters and all that family stuff. So, that's all.
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That's basically -- any questions?

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Okay. Go ahead, Warren.

COMMISSIONER OSAKO: I just wanted to make one
comment here. This past weekend we had a festival on Lanai
in the central square in town. And Governor Abercrombie was
there, but he held a community meeting before the
festivities in the park. And at one point he said, you
know, we are all invasive species. And I think we have to
keep that in mind. We are all invasive species. We're not
the original people here.

And keeping that in mind, I don't think, you know,
you can insult them or say demeaning things about them.
Because for those environmentalists that go around and say
things about invasive species, we must remember although
I've lived in Hawaii all my life, my parents were born in
Hawaii, but we are still, as a matter of fact, part of a
term invasive species. We are not the native species here.
And T think we must remember that.

You know, there is supposed to be some level of
respect, and that's all I want to say.

MR. HULTQUIST: Yeah, the Hawaiians were here
2,000 years before I arrived. |

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Any other comments before the
Commission? Thank you. Okay. Next person, Chris

Weininger.
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MR. WEININGER: Aloha, Commissioners. Aloha
everybody. My name is Chris Weininger. And even though
I've lived here for just over 15 years, I have had enough
involvement with the Halloween festivities until they were
stopped that I formed my position on it. And in my former
job for a Hawaii-based, a receptive tour operator, as well
as my current position with the Royal Lahaina Resort in
Kaanapali, I do know that it was a blessing for the entire
business community on the West Side. And it has always been
a peak day for people coming.

It has evolved into -- until two years ago, into
an event that was known island-wide, state-wide and
nationwide, and to some degree, even internationally and has
always been a busy day, a fun day. And if this were to be
coming down to a balance between business interest and
respecting the Hawaiian culture, I would always side with
the Hawaiian culture, because I think that's more important.
However, in any of my involvement with Halloween, I have
never felt that it was offensive, at least not the organized
part, the part that was organized by the Lahaina Town Action
Committee.

I have been lucky enough to be with a group of
friends. We competed in the custom contest for many years.
We were winners of the costume contest for many years. And

I have to say the costumes were so original and creative
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that I think that to me and I think to most of the community
is more what Halloween is about than if somebody might after
hours run around half naked.

But then if that's what is offensive, do something
about that. Don't kill the whole event just because there
is a few people that might do something offensive. I am all
for doing road blocks against drunk driving and enforcing
what people wear if its offensive to anybody. But don't
kill a whole event that has been so successful and such a
fun event for the whole community to get together, and I
think if there were a referendum, I would think that way
over 90 percent would approve of it. Everybody I talk to
seems to be so glad that hear that there's a chance we get
Halloween back. So, I hope that the Commission will keep
that in mind.

But the majority of the population here, even if
they didn't take the time to come up here, is I believe in
favor of bringing Halloween back to Lahaina with maybe
certain restrictions to make sure that it doesn't offend
anybody. Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you. Any comments from
the Commission? Any questions? Thank you. Next person,
Pamela Tumpap, I think. Sorry if I didn't say that right.
My eyes are not the greatest at the moment. Sorry.

MS. TUMPAP: Actually, you're one of the few that
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ever does, so congratulation. I'm Pamela Tumpap, President
of the Maui Chamber of Commerce. And I want to thank you
for the opportunity to talk to you about the Halloween
event., We feel that you're going to hear many important
concerns today and that it's truly important that we spend
the time to hear those concerns. But we also feel that
these concerns can be addressed to the extent that they can
be addressed any day of the year, and that we need to work
together to hear the concerns and look at how we can
cooperate to mitigate and deter any negative or
disrespectful activities.

You know, Halloween has been something that has
long been cherished, but there have been some challenges.
And we were really excited to hear that the County of Maui
was partnering with the Lahaina Town Action Committee to
address this and to bring more resources together and to
make it more of a fun, family friendly and safe event. We
just came off of the 4th of July event, which the Chamber
was the applicant for. And I am thrilled and blessed to say
it was an amazing day, and we had a bigger crowd than ever
before. I still don't know the numbers. We've been doing
this for three year. The first year it was 12,000. The
second year it was 15,000, and we still don't know the
estimate.

But needless to say, it was considerably bigger.
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And as an event organizer, we worry about costs, and we had
to fundraise until the end. And this year we heard that for
an event our size, 30 officers were appropriate. And we
never had 30 officers before, so we were a little worried
about the money. But we believe that when the police
department says you need 30 officers, we take the
recommendation.

And I'm happy to say that we were thrilled to have
30 officers at that event, because 30 officers at that event
were there to deter and mitigate any negative impacts. And
every few feet that you walked, you could see the officers
there. And we had an event without incident, and that's
what it's about. And the children laughed and played with
the parents throughout the day. And the children, because
fireworks go off until -- don't go off until 8:00, the kids
were on the street having a great time until about 8:30,
maybe some a little later.

The adults continued to stay and play and have a
fun event in the evening. I left around 11, and they were
still there. The officers are were done at 9:30. But
activity continued to happen, and it was a great night. So,
we believe it's possible to create a winning Halloween
event. We know that it's going to take more effort to do it
right. And we believe that the effort should be centered

around how we do it right versus how we stop an event.
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Because with or without a Halloween event on Front Street,
Halloween is going to happen all across Lahaina. And we
believe that this event can support not only economic
revitalization that we all talk about, but historic and
cultural preservation, because people are now really opening
up to how we do that. And cultural and historic
preservation should be happening every day of the year as
well,

We believe this event can be used to educate
people and help protect historic sites. Yesterday in
preparation for this meeting, and I understand this meeting
has significantly changed since when we were preparing for
it yesterday, but in preparation for the meeting, we asked
our members do you support a safe, family friendly Halloween
event in Lahaina cosponsored by the Lahaina Town Action
Committee and the County of Maui that included the closure
of Front Street, since that's what we understand is being
proposed, not a Mardis Gras of the Pacific, but this type of
event.

The survey launched at 4:30 p.m. yesterday. As
when I arrived here this morning, 71 people rang in and said
yes, they do. Two said no. One had no opinion. And six
others had comments, five of which were supportive, and one
of which said they didn't know that it would be possible to

have a fun, family friendly event.
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COMMISSIONER HUTAFF: One minute.

MS. TUMPAP: These are all responses from people
who live here and care about our island, its culture and its
history. These are the people who come to events such as
these to have a good time and bring their family out to have
a good time. The Mauil Chamber of Commerce supports a safe,
fun, family friendly event that protects our cultural and
historic resources. And we believe that with all the minds
in this room that we can work together to make that happen.
And the possibilities are endless. Mahalo.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you. Any questions?

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: Thank you. I have some
questions. You said that you had 30 officers there?

MS. TUMPAP: Yes.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: How was the cost of the
officers covered?

| MS. TUMPAP: The cost of the officers was covered
by our fundraising efforts. We received donations,
individual pledges and business pledges. And my
understanding is that expense cannot be covered by County
funds, although we did receive a $15,000 grant from the
County of Maui to help put on the event.

‘ COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: I guess I have some

questions that may not apply directly to you, but through

what I've read, there were as many as 80 officers in the
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past.

MS. TUMPAP: Not on the 4th of July.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: Not on the 4th of July,
but on Halloween, because we're here to talk about
Halloween. My question is how is that cost covered? I
don't know who could answer that, but if the event is
permitted versus not permitted, how those costs are covered
is my question. But as far as your 4th of July parade, I
wanted to ask when do you believe the crowd dissipated from
that?

MS. TUMPAP: Well, it's hard to say, because --
well, I guess what would be I guess the right answer was
various levels of the crowd dissipated at about 8:30. So, a
lot of the families with young children started leaving
right after 8:30. And then it continued to linger on. I
would say that my estimate, this is not an official
estimate, but I would guess about 25 percent of the crowd
were still around after 10:30.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: And you said in the past,
it was 15,000 attendees, and this year you believe it was
significantly more than that?

MS. TUMPAP: We do.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: So, approximately 20,000
people potentially?

MS. TUMPAP: We've heard everything from 18 to 20.
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One of the official things we heard from an officer was it
was a minimum of ten, but it was equal if not bigger than
last year, so we don't have an official count. And people
are walking up and down the street. 1It's pretty hard to
gauge. But we use whatever the police department tells us
are the numbers as our number, and we haven't heard
officially.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: And were the roads closed?

MS. TUMPAP: Yes, we closed from Hotel Street to
Baker Street.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: And for how long?

MS. TUMPAP: The road was closed at 5 p.m. to 8:45

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: Thank you very much.

MS. TUMPAP: You're welcome.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Any other comments?

MS. TUMPAP: Thank you very much. Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Okay. Last person on this
list, Kathy O'Brien.

MS. O'BRIEN: Aloha Kakahiaka. Mahalo to all of
you who came. This 1s a very nice turnout. Really happy to
have you all here, and especially to the Commissions for
coming over. We really, as was pointed out earlier, really
appreciate when you guys take time and effort to come over.

I'm going to try the make this not overlap with what some
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other people said, because there's so many constructive
comments.

Personally I participated in Halloween since 1976,
35 years of my neighbors and I doing diversified -- or my
diversified neighbors I should say joining together to have
a pleasant evening and to share with our visitors and to
share with the people that we walked with and built our
costumes with and had fun with. All very positive things.
Concerning the costumes, Chris who spoke up earlier, he and
I have been in many of these costume contests together. And
yes, there are people wearing costumes that none of us
approve of, but you cannot control what people do. You can
only try to raise them to your level.

Our particular group has always worked on
educating and entertaining families. Just a few of the
things we've done. One year we were the costume cops. We
went around and helped the police. Anyone who was acting
up, we signaled the police, and they would wave at us. We
put glasses and costumes on people who didn't want to
participate, made it a good evening. We tried to be
helpful. One year for education, we were Mount Rushmore.
Do you know how many Lahaina kids don't know what Mount
Rushmore is? They loved it. The wanted to pose in front.

We were family books in a library. I was "The

Very Hungry Caterpillar," and we talked to kids about the
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caterpillars, and we had the Harry Potter books, and we had
The Wizards. And we The Magician. And we had Hansel and
Gretel. There's Hansel. We were an aquarium. We were all
kinds of creatures inside an aquarium.

We were vehicles on the road to Lahaina showing
people what it's like when the road gets slowed down and
what you've got to do to make it work when you can't get
home for a couple of hours. We were birds of paradise. We
cleaned our yards and took our yard trimmings and made birds
of paradise, and we were big birds walking down the street.

We were even the Statue of Liberty. We felt that
we were being chained and weren't getting to have our
freedoms. So, a lot of positive things can happen from
this. And I think with us doing these costumes as well as
hundreds of other people creating costumes that were fun and
making the kids laugh and raising that level, I think at
some point, you're going to have those people who aren't
together and don't do well. But most of the people are
going to rise to that.

And I want to make Halloween safe. Closing the
road is really imperative. I've done this so many times,
and it's so dangerous. We need to protect our people. We
need to protect our Lahaina. One of the other things I just
kind of wanted to say. I know the past is past. We are all

here now. Obviously, we all care about what's happening
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here because we are here. If you don't like what's
happening in the past Halloweens, I'm going to challenge you
to come and work together with us. If you feel that the
Hawaiian culture is slipping away, help us bring that into
Halloween. We can all work together. I'm willing -- I
would really love, and I think most of the people here
would, maybe step up and make a difference.

I've joined a group, and I'm spending a lot of
time and effort on trying to make Halloween work. And so,
I'm going to challenge you. Let's all of us work together,
okay? I'm sorry, what?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Address the board.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: You need to face here.

MS. O'BRIEN: I'm sorry, I thought I was being
helpful. Okay, sure. Anyway, that was it. I just
appreciate that everyone is here. 1It's very nice. 1It's
good to see a good turnout.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you. Any gquestions or
comments? Thank you. Now we're moving onto the next sheet.
Johanna Kamaunu.

MS. KAMAUNU: Aloha. I'm Johanna Kamaunu. I'm
from over in Waihee. And you're probably wondering why we
come all the way over here. I'm wondering why, too. 1In
fact, I almost wish I hadn't come. I'm saddened by the

information that I'm hearing. It wasn't my idea to declare
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Lahaina a historic area. But since that was declared such,
a lot of wqu went into researching what that history was
and preserving and perpetuating some of that history. I
don't feel this event moves in that direction.

In fact, I believe last year this Council heard
from the Planning Department a new application for such
events in the area, right? And in that application was
added a comment section that said, if I remember correctly,
how does this event support the historic character of the
area, somewhat to that effect. That was something the
Planning Department felt was important to have you weigh in
on. And you brought it -- you allowed us to participate.

I was glad that when my husband made that
suggestion to the application that it was well received and
approved by this board. And so, now when I hear about this
particular event coming forward -- I like Halloween. I
enjoy Halloween with my family. And so, I'm kind of
disturbed when I hear that it's coming here. I'm still
trying to figure out how that supports the history issue
character of this place. Now, unless the -- I think it was
the application for the event has changed, where does that
fit? I'm just talking about the application.

You know, so something is wrong in the application
process if -- now, either the application is bad, or they've

missed the mark, whoever is pushing for this event. Besides
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all of that, I'm even more concerned to hear that historical
sites may be the reason why we have economic activities.

And that economic activity in this County cannot continue
without the recognition of historic sites. That's kind

of -- that's what I'm hearing from Ms. Rasmussen.

Now, you cannot have a historic site protected if
you don't have economic activity in that area. Which came
first, the historic site or the economic activity? I don't
know. But I'm looking at these things, and I'm trying to
figure out now what's more important here, the economic
activity or the preservation of this historic site. And
granted, we have lots of visitors that come here and lots of
people who make their homes here. You still have people who
live here and have lived here for generations.

And as I've said before, many of us don't know who
we are. And we're coming to the realization of who we are
by the acts of people who create these historic sites who
work to preserve and protect them. I thank them for that.
I'm grateful we have these sites being protected here in
Lahaina. I see that being lost if we allow one more thing
to change it. Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Any questions or comments?

Thank you, Johanna. Kaniloa Kamaunu.

MR. KAMAUNU: Good morning. My name is Kaniloa

Kamaunu. I'm from Waihee side. Comment to running around
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naked. You know, it's funny, you know, that was the
culture. That was accepted. That's the way they dressed,
and that's how they lived their lives. They didn't know any
better. It was what they did. Someone comes here and tells
them now that's inappropriate, because of their God, it's
inappropriate. And they have to cover up now.

So, they had to change their culture for somebody
else's culture or input. And all of the sudden when you
look several years later, who is the one running around on
the beach in Makena naked? I ain't the natives. Because I
know when I was a young boy, I was in shock. I didn't
understand that people ran around naked. My mother told me
to put my clothes on. So to him about his comment, it was
your culture that put the clothes on us. And it's your
culture that took the clothes off from you guys, because
it's a statement of freedom.

When we talk about taxes. Taxes is incurred why?
Because the government got to pay their bills. But in
actuality, the Constitution of the United States states that
it's illegal. Your income taxes is illegal. Came into play
what, 1930, because the economy changed. Went from old
standards to, oh, let's borrow money and make everybody else
borrow money and pay us back the money so we can make money.
So, we're stuck in this economic dilemma to be able to

perform -- to find things interesting so people will pay
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money. Halloween is a great idea. I remember growing up
all these years with Halloween in Lahaina. Never went to
it. Because I know for one thing, it would be too crowded,
too many things going on.

And the same complaints come out every year.

Drunk people walking all over the place, fights breaking
out, disorderly conducts’all over the place. And the
statement was made it's a family event. If it's a family
event, why are the children leaving at 8:30 and their
parents supposedly stay on to do other things? If it's a
family event, shouldn't they be able to stay out there and
see what's going on for the rest of the night, or maybe the
parents should retire with their children, yeah, if they got
to put their children away because it's inappropriate of
what they're going to see later on.

Shouldn't the parents or shouldn't the rest of the
community, if it's a family event, also depart at the same
time to keep it as a family event? And if it is a family
event, why do we need security? Why do we need to employ
men and women with guns if it's a family event? If we're
concerned that it's a family and children are having fun,
then there's no reason to have security. You've got people
to watch out to make sure no one gets hurt, but do we really
need to bring people in and pay them to have the uniforms on

to show presence? I don't think that's a family event.
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I don't think that encourages family behavior. If
we are not allowing our children to see what happens, then
we cannot consider it a family event. Because if our
children cannot see it, should mommy and daddy see that
also? So, my whole thing is if we're looking at it of what
all it takes to put everything on, it has no merits. Like
my wife said, the cultural historic sites have been here
without any economical costs. They still exist whether this
happens or not.

But when you come here, if you want people to come
here to Hawaii, you promote the native culture. We are an
interesting culture. We have great history. Why do we need
to have some foreign event come and dictate to say this is
really what Hawaii is like? Windsurfing, kiteboarding,
Halloween parties, Mardis Gras out on Front Street. That's
not us. That's not our culture. If this is a cultural
thing, if this is a place of culture, then promote the
culture. Promote what it's worth, because it's worth more
than everything else. It is a 24/7 thing. 1It's not just
here for October 31st. Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you. Next person, I
can't make the first name out. The last name is Paoa.

MR. PAOA: Aloha. My name is Kapule Paoa. I grew
up just a little ways from here in Honokowai. When I was

young, people asked me if I was from Lahaina. I said, no,
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I'm not from Lahaina. I grew up in Honokowai. Now I can
say the last couple of years, I'm proud to be from Lahaina.
I went to Lahainaluna. I live Leialii. A few years back, I
tried to get on the board for LAC. I was denied. This was
when Theo Morrison was on the board. I put my resume in,
and now I'm on the board as president of LAC. How it
happened, I don't know, but I'm there.

And I'm just disappointed to hear that we had to
withdraw our permit. Just found out two days ago, for
whatever reasons. Disappointed because the reason of that
people wouldn't come and utilize me being kanaka maoli on
the board LAC, that they couldn't come to me and ask me
advice and help for the situation for the permit to go
through with no problems, no pilikia. And I just want to
give, you know, my hand out, my voice out to anybody, to any
of the families in Lahaina that have any problems with LAC
and Lahaina and the historical area to come to me to help
you. And that's all I have to say. Mahalo.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you. We're going to
take a five-minute recess, and then we'll continue with
public testimony. Suzie, is there another sign-up sheet?
There's another sign-up sheet up front if someone has not
signed up to speak yet.

(Recess taken 11:37 a.m. to 11:50 a.m.)

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Okay. We're going to
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reconvene, so let's get back to our public testimony. If
any of you folks have signed up to testify again, it needs
to be on something, not just a repeat, okay. And let's see,
first one up is Foster, Foster Ampong.

MR. AMPONG: Aloha again. Thank you again for
letting me come up. As Erik stated, I do have something
else, but it's relevant to the subject matter. And that is
what's been articulated to you in the past hour, and I'm
talking about the plantation rhetoric. I agree with some of
our testifiers that education is important, and I support
that. ©So, what I'm going to offer to the Commission is the
facts, and I'm keeping it within a historical context. I am
a lineal descendant of Lahaina. My family has direct ties
to the lands of that subject matter, which is at the banyan
tree.

And it goes back to the 1860's, and before that,
back to the early 1800's. Without getting too much into
details, what's important I think, and I'm not trying to
suggest that the Commission doesn't know their homework. I
see some very compassionate, very articulate and intelligent
individuals here. But what I'm talking about is when we
have a community as diverse as Lahaina is that has a variety
of different ethnic groups, many times what happens is when
you have issues like a Halloween event in Lahaina that's

been conducted for the past several years, you will have

County of Maui Cultural Resources Commission
July 7, 2011




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

58

people that have formed and have this deep-rooted opinion
that, well, we already had it. 1In the historical context,
Halloween is not in any shape or form Hawaiian in history or
in culture.

And I invite any malihini, any newcomer, any
uninvited visitor to come to me and the others from Lahaina,
and we shall educate you. We shall make sure that when you
leave, you will not be ignorant as some of the presenters
have articulated about the Hawaiian culture about the
people. Come to us and learn about the Hawaiian culture,
not us go to you and learn about Halloween. You know,
that's kind of kapakahi. And I understand that, you know,
things changed today in regards to the agenda. It's kind of
like we all showed up to the wedding, but the bride never
show up, you know.

So, as a result, we still eating at the luau. We
still having fun, right. So, I really, really want to
express this to the Commission, you know. Anybody can come
along and take a survey, but it will not matter if the
people you're surveying are ignorant, uneducated. Because
you're going to get ignorant and uneducated answers. That
survey, as far as I'm concerned, is pala naio, pala kukae.

So, another very important point, and this is for
the Commission to really, really embrace and understand.

Because I can see a lot of the people have this deep-rooted

County of Maui Cultural Resources Commission
July 7, 2011




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

59

Colonial European arrogance about our Hawaiian people and
our history. For the last hundred and somewhat years, we
Hawaiians, many of us believed we were adopted. And in the
last 30 years, we're coming to discover, painfully as it is,
that we've actually been kidnapped. And I'm talking from a
legal context, okay. And I'll challenge anybody on that
ground.

So, that's why native Hawaiians are beginning to
become educated. They're beginning to speak up. They're
beginning to stand up for their rights because we discovered
that we're kidnapped victims, not adopted. And that's
something that people need to really understand if we're
going to come together and find any type of compromise,
mitigate whatever issues that we can. Without that, all
you're doing is sticking your head back in the ground and
avoiding the issue. Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you, Foster. Any
comments from the Commission? Foster, Rhiannon has a
comment .

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: Aloha. I think the burden
of this Commission is that there are Native Hawaiians on
both sides of this issue, and it's really tremendously --
it's a struggle. I can't put it in any other words. What
do you have to say from your personal perspective about the

fact that indeed many Native Hawaiians do celebrate
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Halloween, and how do you interpret that in these contexts?

MR. AMPONG: Thank you. And that's a very
important point and an element that we need all as a society
collectively to look at. What you're describing can be best
described in this clinical term called Stockholm Syndrome
where what happens -- what happens is you have the
kidnapper, and in this case, you're talking about an entire
people, an entire population, an entire nation of the
Hawaiian Kingdom that have been kidnapped and victims of the
kidnapper. And for generations, they have been conditioned
and brainwashed to believe that, no, you were not kidnapped,
you were adopted. And so, in their minds and in their
hearts, they really believe in order to survive today in
this society, they need to have for one night out of the
week some kind of event like the Halloween event, or else
there's not going to be able to feed their families, you
know.

And I lock at that, and I say, wait a minute, for
one night of carnival euphoria? You know, that's the
Stockholm Syndrome. That's why if you take the Hawaiian
community today and the Akaka Bill, the Senate Bill 1520
that Abercrombie just signed yesterday is another good
example of this. Many Hawaiians in the community believe
those bills are necessary, and here we get the plantation

rhetoric where, oh, we need the bill to protect the lands
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and the culture. When really when you look at it, in
technical terms, it will not. We have given away
everything, you know.

So, how best we can address it is first to
recognize the true dynamics of what we're facing, as
unpleasant and as unpalatable and as disgusting as it is.
You know, I thank you for pointing out the fact that what
the gentleman, the cameraman said was very insulting. But
when you stood up and you spoke out so eloquently and
compassionately, when you did that, that's the first step.
That's how we can address that very concern that you're
pbinting out, and I thank you for that.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: I think that it is a
statewide ignorance about the nationhood of the Hawaiian
people in the past and in the present, international law and
everything like that. I do believe that there needs to be a
forum for people to speak about that, and your group has
consistently provided this information to the Commission.
But, of course, there's not a large enough audience to
disseminate that information.

Do you feel like an event where you could be put
forward -- you could put this information forward to
potentially hundreds or thousands of people would be
something that could advance this information or this

education?
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MS. AMPONG: Yes. If everyone would go to the
Internet, go on line and type in Dr. Keanu Sai, you will be
led to his web site. And there you will see his work. He's
a Ph.D. political science expert, you know, in Hawaiian
Kingdom law, in international law. His work is so
extensive, and people can go there.

If anyone wants to be educated about the Hawaiian
culture and the people, go there. That's a good start.

Now, politically, you know, if we're to engage the political
bodies, right now quite frankly, I think there's a lack of
political will. My experience in the past five years is the
politicians understand this very well. So do lawyers,
attorneys and the judicial system as well as the
legislators. Yet, it's -- it's such a huge mess. Because
we are so afraid that if we have to confront such, you know,
a huge wrong, how are we going to remedy it for the people?

So, as far as the forum, you know, this is why I
come here. Because, you know, I've been in front of the
Céuncil. I've been in front of the governors and what have
you, and I write. I write. I try to educate.

COMMISSIONER CHANDLER: No, I think a lot of
people don't know how much you write and how much the group
back there writes and submits to this Commission. But I
don't feel like that information gets its fair awareness or

to be broadcasted to the community. And one of the things
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to consider is in this application, they are asking, the
applicant is asking for culture education. Do you feel it
would be an opportunity to have those hundreds of thousands
of people there to be able to hear your voice, more people
to hear your voice? Because I think that would be
significant, and I would like to hear from your group as
well what your thoughts are on that.

MR. AMPONG: Okay. No offense to the group. I'm
kind of an individual. I don't belong to a group. I
believe when somebody needs help, you all work, you kako'o
each other. Yes, there is a way. And I've written in my
testimony. I have a remedy, you know, and that remedy is
change the venue. I'm not saying don't have a Halloween
event. I'm not against the merchants, you know, making a
buck. But I am -- I'm looking at this, and I'm looking at
all sides, you know, the concerns of those that want this
event to be at Lahaina and those that are opposed to it like
myself.

And I have changed the venue. 1It's doable. We
had tilapia tournaments and golf tournaments at the
Kaanapali Resort. There's no reason why we all can't get
together and do Halloween in Lahaina at Kaanapali Resort and
have the education or have a setup there where people like
myself and others can come, you know, and people can have

their fun. But, you know, I'm open to that discussion, you
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know. But the venue is, for me, that's -- I see the only
reasonable remedy for all of us is change the venue out of
Lahaina. But, yes, you know, I'm open to discussion about
having an educational type of setup. Whether it's going to
be at a Halloween event, that's something I néed to engage
with a little further.

COMMISSTIONER CHANDLER: Mahalo.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Bruce.

COMMISSIONER U'U: Good afternoon, Foster. I like
what you said. And I appreciate also what you said. And I
agree mand I'm learning about Lahaina. Now, it's hard for
anyone being Hawaiian when you're from someplace else, and
you come to somebody's house and you've got to share your
manao or make some type of decision. It's always géing to
be tough, and that's why I fall in that category. When you
say to move the venue because of the sacredness of Lahaina,
I see people in Front Street anytime I come dressing
inappropriate regardless of the day, Halloween, 4th of July,
Thursday, Sunday, Monday, Friday, Saturday, and they're
desecrating, which is wrong. And I agree with you. And it
magnifies on Halloween.

What about the other days, the 363, 364 days?
What do you do as a Hawaiian, what do we do as a Hawaiian
when we say, okay, on this one day, it goes over the limit,

too much. On the other 300-plus days, how do you protect
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that?

MR. AMPONG: I think initially given that
scenario, I'm sure there's County and -- County ordinances
that the police enforce or are able to enforce in that
regard. So, the 364 days out of the year, I would think
it's more appropriate and probably more practical that, you
know, that be addressed on a case-by-case basis. Would it
mean that if I came across it walking down Lahaina Front
Street that I wouldn't say something? I would. But, you
know, relative to Halloween, you know, we can do something
about Halloween. Obviously, because we're here.

Now, the other days that you're describing, Bruce,
I don't think that it's undoable for us to change the venue
for the Halloween in Lahaina event. As far as people
desecrating and people disrespecting Lahaina, you know, or
parts of Lahaina, I know from personal experience as well as
myself personally witnessing that the times that I did come
across it, it was immediately addressed and remedied
definitely. 8o, within that context, you know, I hope
I've -—- I've answered your question.

COMMISSIONER U'U: Yeah, and I agree earlier. I
never came to Lahaina Halloween. I get one family event at
my house, and I intend to stay there as long as I can. And
that's my family event. That's a barbecue, and I the guy

that pass out the candy to the kids. So, I never been to
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Lahaina. So, it's hard to understand what happens in
Lahaina. Only on Akaku, and I've seen the video that was
mentioned earlier. I heard about it, and I never saw it
before. But I've seen it once on Akaku or twice. I no more
Akaku anymore. I hear about them, so that's my manao. I
can see why it was inappropriate. And I understand your
feelings and your take on it. Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thanks, Foster. Next person,
Roselle Bailey.

MS. BAILEY: - Aloha kakou. My name is Roselle
Bailey, and I'm a pulapula from Lahaina. There's so many
things I need to talk about, but first I think I would like
to run over the definition of culture. It's an improvement
of mind and manners, et cetera, the development of special
training and care, the skills, arts, et cetera, of a given
people in a given period. It's civilization. And there are
many things under culture; folklore, arts and sciences,
habit. The list is long. And mores. I think you should
understand the word mores.

That word means that these are things that we do
culturally over the years, and it is an unwritten law. So,
now I would like to go back to -- oh, our cameraman has
disappeared. The Hawaiians are offended by nudity because
our mores were changed, and we were never dressed or

undressed and naked, except for children. When we became of
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age, then we had to cover our genitalia area. And the women
had to wear down to the knees. So, it's a misconception of
everybody's understanding of Hawaiians, and this is a whole
list of things which can go to education. I really am in
favor of Halloween being here in Lahaina once more. I did
attend Lahaina Halloween. It started for children, and then
it progressed to adults to become very ugly and
unmanageable.

I don't think that if you take the right steps,
and I've heard many people talk of right steps going on,
that it will remain unmanageable. It is a mindset. And if
we think that we want to do it as a family event, then that
is a mindset that we have to set in motion before anything
can really be achieved. Mindsets take a long time to
change. Hawaiians had 100-and-some years to change
culturally. We were converted into Christianity, which then
clothed us because the body was thought as being sinful and
ashamed. And that was not the thought of Hawaiians in the
beginning. It is natural, and we are created for
procreation. So, it's how one thinks of procreation. The
haole word doesn't mean white person. It really means
foreigner.

And if you look into one of the old chants of
genesiology, the word haole is used for Kanaloa. And I

would also like to quote for you during Kalakaua's reign, he
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had two advisors, Lee and Anderson. And one of the advisors
said, Your Majesty, I don't know why you're so worried about
your people. Soon they will be extinct. And he stopped,
gave a short pause, and then said they will be a new breed.
And we are the new breed here.

This is a good time to bring everybody together
for we are in the 21st Century. We cannot go back, but we
can hang onto our roots and our foundation and project that
forward. But we can work together, and I'm very happy to
see that the government is now giving the Hawaiians the
recognition that we deserve. We are not a sense of place,
and we are not the host culture. We don't want you to suck
our blood until we are a vine dried up. We are the culture.
And Hawaiian individuals are individuals.

We have never been homogenized, and we never will.
And there was an address to money. Economic sustainability
is good at this time. But I recommend that all of you read
"The Monster From Jekyll Island”. Thank you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you. Any comments from
the Commission? Next person, Vicki McCarty.

MS. McCARTY: Aloha. And Aloha to the kupuna that
came today. Thank you for coming to this side. I have in
my hand the application papers, and I had originally thought
I would talk to you about all of the mistaken information

about that. I won't do that today because there's not time.
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In the future though, I would like to go ovef that with you.

I was involved back in 2005 at a Cultural
Resources Commission meeting when the kupuna from Lahaina
were invited to come and speak to the Commission about
Halloween. And the Lahaina Town Action Committee actually
got up and spoke first and said there's no reason to hear
from the kupuna, everything is fine, and so the kupuna were
made to wait and we were finally told they weren't needed.
That was offensive to them. It was offensive to everyone in
the room. It was certainly offensive to me.

So, I requested to the Commission that it be put
back on the agenda at a later date, so the kupuna could come
and voice their opinions, and it was put on the agenda.
That's one of the inaccuracies in here. There are a lot of
others. Today what I would like to talk about, and I mean
no disrespect to anyone, I will just comment on what I've
heard. One of the ladies from the Office of Economic
Development mentioned that Mayor Arakawa was talking about
this at his election. He was actually talking about
Halloween on the West Side while he was running for office.
And his campaign promise to people was I'm bringing back
Halloween. Don't sorry, I'm bringing it back.

That's okay, you know. He's entitled to his
opinion. But I would suggest that anyone who makes a

campaign promise that he's bringing Halloween back at any
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cost probably isn't prepared to really address the issues,
the issues that have been underlying for a long time. As
long as there's money involved and as long as that's the
first thing on everybody's mind, the real issues won't be
addressed. 1In a Hawaiian society, the way I understand it,
the way I've been taught is that the first thing that would
happen is that you would go to the kupuna of the area, and
you would ask them their opinion, what would you like to see
happen.

And when they spoke, that would be final. The
kupuna would make the decision. And everyone to a person
would respect that. That has not happened here. The other
thing that I would like to address is for the people in this
room that are -- that have spoken, and again, they're
entitled to their opinion. But what I have heard them
saying almost to a person is I want this because, I want it
because, I want it because. You know, we have -- we've
heard someone talk about they're insulted because they have
to smell car emissions. We've heard someone else talk about
how they want Halloween because it's been here for 30 years.

We've heard a lot of others talk about they want
Halloween because they can make money. Halloween has gone
on. You know, even when the Commission denied the permit in
2008, Halloween took place. Halloween still happened.

People still came. They can still do Halloween. The bars
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and restaurants can have Halloween contests. They can have
celebrations. People can stay in their neighborhoods.
Halloween can go on and will go on. But to grant a permit
that will allow Halloween té go on for people that can have
it anyway, and at the same time deny the kupuna of Lahaina
what they're asking for, they're asking for honor and
dignity and that their culture be respected.

That's something that can't take place somewhere
else. They can't go somewhere else and have that. It has
to all be encompassing here. So, I would ask you that think
about that while you're listening to the testimony. I'm
finished. Again, thank you for coming to Lahaina.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you for your testimony.
Next person, Ke'eaumoku Kapu.

MR. KAPU: Aloha everyone. Ke'eaumoku Kapu,
Kauaula, Lahaina. I wasn't going to speak. I figure I
would just wait for the round-up. But a lot of issues came
about, and I feel that I need to address certain things. I
think it was about maybe pretty close to about eight months
ago, we sat down with the West Maui Neighborhood Board or
Association and with Lahaina Town Action Committee
theoretically trying to see whether or not what was viable
and what wasn't. We gave a lot of suggestions. A lot of
representatives from the County Planning Department also

attended those meetings, which means we had a relationship.
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But as soon as the relationship went to the Maui
Economic Development, we got the door slammed in our face
again. They don't want to deal with us. They don't want to
hear anything we have to stay. My wife called Lahaina Town
Action Committee a week ago, still no response, to find out
about this very application that was filed.

Back in 2006, the County recommended to you that
mediation should go about on trying to find some kind of
resolve. At this point, you know, it's good we live in
Hawaii, because we know how for forgive. But this time,
a'ole. Pau already. I think they went burn their bridges
already, and I don't think we're ever going to have the time
to really sit down and really discuss matters on how this
can be possible.

Other things that was mentioned about, you know,
the educational perspective, that's what we're looking for.
I sat on this Commission for five years talking about how we
need to manage this town to make sure it doesn't run away
from us. Well, it's running away. The educational
perspective that everybody wants to come and wants to sit
down and wants to try to figure out what is viable, it's not
possible. When we talk about Hawaiian culture on comparing
the difference of Halloween, in Hawaii, we call it pokano
night. What do Hawaiians do? They don't come out of their

house. They stay in their house. I don't think the issue
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is Halloween.

When we had Halloween, it was about candy. It was
all about candy, nothing else. Now it's about drugs,
alcohol, lewd behaviors. That's how much this town is
turning on us, on this place, the integrity of this place.
In this part of the issues of Hawaiians on both sides, it's
not the issue. It's fun and money. That's all it is. So,
to my comment for Lahaina Town Action Committee, Hawaiians
say moku piko. It means we sever our relationship, and
we're going to deal with their kinds of things in a
different manner.

The economic department always talks about how we
can educate the broader communities about putting up booths
and all these kinds of things. I just love it when people
to try to dangle the carrot in front of us all the time.
Seven years, seven years we dealt with this issue. And
still the door stay only that far open for us to even
consider what is viable and what isn't. Seven years of
that. And Erik, you sat on that same commission, too, right
here. Especially when two of my nephews got arrested
outside, because one wahine made one comment saying why
don't we do a Halloween costume contest portraying
Kamehameha.

Those kinds of things really hit home, and I mean

home on my couch. I forbid my kids to even come to this
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town. I genocide my own children to even allowing them to
be a part of the madness that happens in this town in fear
of them getting arrested, arrested by being offended.
That's continual, and it's still happening.

Economics versus history. ©Not at the cost of my
grandchildren. No way. Tired already. We came in front of
this board many times. Did we find any solutions? No. One
solution, take it someplace else. Lahaina always going to
have Halloween. That's not the issue. It's about the
private sectors making money by using our perspectives, our
values and our history. Enough. They're not going to use
our history anymore.

I'm also the Chair of the Native Hawaiian Historic
Preservation Council. I'm also the Chair of the Maui Lanai
Island Burial Council. Sat on this council for five years.
I think I know a little bit about the ordinances, the
caveats, your fiduciary duties to really look at these
things and whether or not it fits the historic district.

Another thing I like mention. The people that are
monitoring this, the cameraman, the one telling the story
for Lahaina News, they take on a bias opinion already. So,
that's what the readers are going to read, a one-sided
biasness based upon what is happening here. 2And I want to
just put this out there for the public community. Watch

what you're watching on Akaku, and definitely watch what you
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read when you're reading Mr. Bezane's cultural history,
which he thinks is viable information. I think not. Thank
you.

CHAIR FREDERICKSEN: Thank you, Ke'eaumoku. Any
comments?

COMMISSIONER HUTAFF: Okay. I'm going to use this
side of the desk to say something. 1It's going to kind of
point out where I stand in advance since we don't get to
make a decision tonight. Anyway, it gives everyone an
opportunity to understand at least where I'm coming from and
maybe for the next time have an argument for that. A couple
of things that really bothered me, and it's the same things
that we've heard before, before, before, before, before.
It's the same things we've read in editorials. It's the
same thing we've heard. Nothing is new. Nothing is new at
all.,

So, I would like to kind of take this short time,
my five minutes and point out some things. Okay. There
seems to be an understanding that Lahaiha started in 1900.
There seems to be an understanding that 90 percent of the
Hawaiian people are in favor of Halloween. The sadness of
that is it shows how things like Halloween displaced
information. The best information they have is about
Halloween, not even about their own culture. So sure,

they're going to vote on the side of why not Halloween,
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